RED TIGER EYE




Raghavendra Lal Rai

This is the first exhibition of Raghavendra Rai, yet the clarity and re-
straint of his visual language suggest a practice already grounded in
sustained observation. His engagement with forests began early—
through repeated immersion in wild landscapes, through the disci- §
pline of working with bees and beehives, and through learning to see |
with a camera placed in his hands with encouragement and trust. !
Long hours at dawn and deep into night shaped his method, guided L

not by display, but by attention.

Raghavendra photographs the wild not as something to be possessed
or mastered, but as a living system to be encountered. His images
hold the stillness of the forest floor, the precision of the small and the #
overlooked, and the quiet intensity that emerges through patience. &
There is a distinct sensitivity in his work that reflects his own quiet
disposition—an ability to observe without intrusion.



Artists statement:

My first tiger sighting is what really brought out my love for nature.

I was eight at the time and went for a safari in Pench National Park.
What was thrilling was the chase. In Indian jungles the dense under-
growth ensures we use our ears as much as our eyes when finding big
cats. We heard lots of alarm calls from sambar deer and followed pug-
marks left behind by tigers. Then we saw her, the queen of the jungle,

Collarwali. She approached me and came within touching distance and
instead of panicking, I was really calm.

Upon seeing my love for nature and photography, my massi gifted me
my first camera for my 10th birthday. Just months later, I took a photo
that told me I could one day develop a skill for photography. This photo
is exhibited here today. I continued to take lots of photos year by year
and constantly improved my skill.
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